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The writer assumes without warrant, that I would counte-
nance liquor shop picketing of the type described in his letter. If
the unseemly obstruction of the passage had been persisted in, there
would have been a revulsion of feeling in the country, such as
would have thoroughly discredited non-co-operation. Moreover,
it is a far-fetched analogy to compare the drink habit with educa-
tion. In the matter of education, it is a conflict of ideals, and non-
co-operation is for this generation a new ideal. Whereas in the
matter of drink, the conflict is between abstinence and a recognized
vice. A young lad considers it a virtue to go to a Government
college, a drinker knows drinking to be an evil habit. The educated
youth read newspapers, know all the arguments for and against.
Visitors to liquor shops read nothing, and not being in the habit
of attending meetings, hear nothing. Picketing, therefore, in the
case of colleges and schools was not only superfluous, but in the
manner it was carried out, constituted a sort of violence utterly
unjustified in any event, and for a non-co-operator a breach of
his pledge. I am glad, therefore, that the picketing stopped, if it
did, as a result of my severe criticism,

Young India, 15-9-1921

48.   OUR FALLEN SISTERS
The first occasion I had of meeting those women who earn
their livelihood out of their shame was at Goconada in the Andhra
province. There it was a few moments* interview with only
half a dozen of them. The second occasion was at BarisaU Over
one hundred of them met by appointment. They had sent a letter
in advance, asking for an interview and telling me that they had
become members of the Congress and subscribed to the Tilak
Swaraj Fund, but could not understand my advice not to seek
office in the various Congress Committees* They wound up by
saying, that they wished to seek my advice as to their future
welfare. The gentleman who handed me the letter did so with great
hesitation, not knowing whether I would be offended or pleased
with the receipt of the letter. I put him at ease by assuring him,
that it was my duty to serve these sisters if I could in any way.
For me the two hours I passed with these sisters is a treasured
memory. They told me that they were over 350 in the midst of a
population of about 20,000 men, women and children. They
1 Vide "The Fallen Sisters", 11-94921.